
 

Centralized Exam 3 
Study Guide   

Grade 6  

 
Chapter 12: 

Environmental 
Impacts  

 
 

 



Focus:  
Chapter 12:  

● 12.1 People and the Environment 
● 12.2 Impacts on Land   

 

12.1 People and the Environment 

1. Clarifies the relationship between resources availability 

and population growth  

2. Shows the effect of daily activities on the environment  

12.2 Impacts on Land   

1. Explain the consequences of land use as a resource 

2. Develops mechanisms that help sounds waste 

management to prevent pollution 

3. What measures help protect the Earth? 
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Key Study Points:  

 

1. Clarifies the relationship between resources availability 

and population growth  

Population Growth 
Until about the 1800s, the human population on Earth was lower 
than one billion. Presently, there are about 7.8 billion people. 
 

1. The human population increased at a steady pace until 
the 1800s. After the 1800s, there was a ​population 
explosion and the number of people on the planet 
increased sharply. 

 
2. A population explosion​ is a sharp increase in the 

population of a species. 
 
The human population is increasing because of 
improvements in: 

1. health care 
2. technology 
3. access to clean water and other resources  
4. money  

→ Do you think Earth has enough resources to support everyone? 

A; Earth has limited resources that are being used by ​over 7 
billion people. Earth has a specific carrying capacity. This 
limits how long the available resources can support a 
species in a certain area. 
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Carrying capacity is the maximum population size that can be 

supported by an area’s resources over time. 

2. Shows the effect of daily activities on the environment  

 

Daily activities that Impacts the environment:  

 

1. Minerals are mined 
2. towels/clothing come from cotton plants  
3. Fresh water is used in our homes  
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Managing our resources:  

 

3. Explain the consequences of land use as a resource 

1. Deforestation: ​Deforestation occurs when large areas of 
forest land are cleared away for land development or other 
human activities. 
Impacts:  

● Soil erosion 
● Loss of habitats  
● Climate Change  

 
2. Agriculture and the Nitrogen Cycle:​ ​The nitrogen 

cycle describes how nitrogen moves between bacteria, 
plants, animals, the atmosphere and soil 
 

3. Desertification:​ ​Desertification occurs when soil erosion 
happens at a high rate. Soil erosion is a result of 
deforestation, over-farming and overgrazing 
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4. Mining:​ ​Rocks and minerals are taken from the ground 
through mining. They are sold for ​profit​ and used in 
different products. 

4. Develops mechanisms that help sounds waste 

management to prevent pollution 

Waste management:  

How do we get rid of the waste in our homes, offices, shops etc. 
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1. LandFills  

1. Methane gas produced in landfill is collected and sometimes 

burned to produce electricity 

2. Liquid waste is treated so its not hazardous 

3. Bottom and sides of landfills are lined with clay or plastic line

4. Liquid waste is collected and pumped to the surface  

5. Underground water source used for drinking water 

6. A well is used to monitor the quality of groundwater  

7. Clay and dirt cover  
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Hazardous Waste 

● Chemical waste​ that is harmful to animals, the environment 

and humans is called hazardous waste. 

● Medical hazardous waste​ includes needles and bandages. 

● Household hazardous waste​ includes used batteries and oil 

from engines. 

→ Government agencies such as the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency work with different agencies to dispose of 

hazardous waste. 

5. What measures help protect the Earth? 

Positive actions:  
 

1. Protect the land:​ preserve land where you cannot 

just remove resources without permission  

2. Green spaces:​ allow land to be in its natural state like 

parks etc. 

3. Reforestation and Reclamation:  

a. Reforestation: ​planting trees to replace trees that 

have been cut or burned down. 

b. Reclamation: ​restoring land that has been 

disturbed by mining. 
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Review: 
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Standardized Test:  
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